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“MNMuminate” — P.T.’s Practical Theology

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was

God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and with-
out Him was not anything made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the
light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”
John 1:1-5

In June, Brenda McKee Almos and | led the youth of ALC on the summer mission trip
to Nashville, Tennessee. We worked inner-city ministries under the direction of Group
Ministries, a partner organization that set up our worksites and provided for our stay in
a local church. We shared the week with youth from a church from Peoria, lllinois, a
Christian Academy from Ohio, and an Episcopal Diocese from South Carolina.

The theme for this year's mission trips was “lffluminate”, based on the scripture above.

In our morning and noon devotions, as well as in our evening worship services we ex-
plored the ways in which Christ Jesus brought the divine light into our lives which had
become darkened by sin. We then examined ways in which Christ calls us to be re-
flectors or His truths, His grace and His mercy to all that we may encounter.

Thus, our service for the folk in urban Nashville and its surroundings was always
brought back to our calling to radiate Christ through word and deed. Now, each of our
youth will have their own take on what most impacted their lives of faith. And for me,
that was my contact with the local volunteers who served so faithfully through the mis-
sion site that | was in. Volunteers who gave weekly of their time to shed Christ’s light

through their time and energy.

As each of us were encouraged to “/flumine” our own hometowns with Christ's light, we
also ask for you to join us in re-dedicating part of your time, talent and treasure in
deeper service through our congregation and other serving ministries within our ar-
ea....... that together we may “shine His light, to the praise of His glory!!”

In Christ's Service,

Fastor Tom Christonsom
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Missionary Sunday

On July 12t we will be joined in worship by Pastors Neeraj
and Nijhar who are Global Mission workers with our North
American Lutheran Church (NALC). During the worship
they will share about their partnership with our denomina-
tion to serve the Lutheran congregations of Northern India.
This husband/wife pastor team are also serving through the
World Mission Prayer League. At the June Church Council
meeting it was decided to designate $2,000 to these mission
partners from our missions’ budget.

! Youth Summer Mission Trip - |

iBrenda Almos and Pastor Tom lead 8 youth on an urban ministry
tnp to Nashville Tennessee from June 13-20th. They served with
“Group” Ministries, where they met, and worked with other
!youn’g people also doing Mission work. They also got a chance to
Iwalk Downtown Nashville & Pastor bought a special hat!

Community Vacation Bible Schoo| Report
Our Vacatioh Bible School was held Juhe 1-3, 2026 at AmeriCan Lutheran

Church from 9:00 AM — 12:00 PM. We had 93 Pre - 6 grade kids attending, ¢6
student leaders, and 19 adult Volunhteers, and 5 college student leaders. Qur
VBS week was sponsored by American Lutherah Church, Bemis Holtand
Presbyterian, First Presbyterian Church, Hamlin Reformed
Church, and St. Prancis Catholic Church. Adults from all 5
churches worked together t0 coordihate, planh, ahd implement
VBS. I,,

The children’s offering collected during the week provided $497.84 and 8¢ food
items for our |oCal food pantry-Blessings Center.

,‘?’ N
({7 e |

You can watch a rebroadcast of ' | | Items that you wish to borrow from !
American Lutheran church service on pic Ithe church, please contact Pastor |
our channel and also with YouTube J =¥€ :Tom or Janell to coordinate the use |
ITC television‘s Video On Demand. jof those items. Thank you! :




&"The CALLER Volume 31, Issue 6 Page 3

Castlewood Days 2026
Saturday, August 15%

7.30-~10:00 Youth Pancake Breakfast at the
Community Center

Youth (Grades 7-12) and their Families:

We need your help to serve the Pancake Breakfast on August 15t
1t Shift — 6:30-8:30 ~ set up, grill the sausage and start to make cakes!

2rd Shift — 8:30-10:30 ~ grill, serve and clean-up!

Please email Brenda at blmckee96@gmail.com for which shift(s) you can serve.

Sunday. August 16th - §“V 2

9:00 Worship at ALC

10:00 Fellowship at ALC

10:30 Pancake Brunch served at the Picnic Shelter by the SUMMER WORSHIP
Presbyterian Men

11:15 Community Worship at the Picnic Shelter

_fl?w.‘]’ie& Jce Cxeam Sacial was a success!

If there is a need for

| Tt wao wetl attended! I pastoral care please

if!)epaoited: $835.00, Expenses: $305.00, Net: $530.00 | contact ...

........................... Pastor Tom
ALTAR GUILD Christenson

Altar Guild takes care of the communion ware, change 605-956-0130

altar clothes, banners and fill oil candles when needed. S
Thank you for your service. K‘ ,&ﬁ& ((r
July: Brenda Almos & Heidi Lewno AR&"S'&h S

August: Roxanne Bass & Everson

......

0z R waves Stay Connected This Summer
Summer schedules can be full, but staying connected matters. Be
N sure to check the bulletin, newsletter and social media for updates
S on worship, events and opportunities to serve. We are grateful to
Al walk through this season together as a church family.

ab
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July 2026
Su Mo Tu We Th Fri Sat
11213 |4
5|16 7 |8] 9 |10]11
1213 14|15 |16 | 17 | 18
19 |20 | 21 |22 | 23 | 24 | 25
26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 | 31 |
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
ath  Independence Bap!
S5th  9:00 a.m. Worship Service with Holy Communion
10:00 a.m. Fellowship
12:30—1:30p.m. Blessing Center Open
12th 9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Fellowship
19th  9:00 a.m. Worship Service with Holy Communion
10:00 a.m. Fellowship
12:30—1:30p.m. Blessing Center Open
26th  9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Fellowship //
" R e— N E—— e N —. * Af/
| @mnerica stands on X7 /{,
. « & » o
Itwa great pillars — *ﬁ‘. W
Iw'“i”'!_“i“e’m The Servants of our Lord
| —Ceorge Washingten - Organists | Ushers Audio-
| Visual Tech
July 5 Roxanne Bass Darin &. Traci Laue |Chuck Juntti
- family
Sign —up SHEET
for July 12 Marsha Mark & Angie Lar- Chuck Juntt
LECTORS & Kurtenbach son family
(Scriptures sheets July 19 Roxanne Bass Carmen & Haley Doug Strait
available) Pewe family
FELLOWSHIP Tuly 26 Marsh Chuck Juntti & Bob |Rod Fisch
! W arsna ucK Juntit 0 O 1s5cher
. SERVERS Kurtenbach Miller
in the narthex
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August 2026

PRAYING .
OVER Su Mo Tue We Th Fri Sat
”
d NCW 1
school year 2 314156 7 8
9 10| 11 |12 |13 | 14 | 15
;!"/ 16 {17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 K 22
~ 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 30 | 31
2nd 9:00 a.m. Worship Service with Holy Communion
10:00 a.m. Fellowship
12:30—1:30p.m. Blessing Center Open
9th 9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Fellowship
10:15 a.m. Church Council
15th Pancake Feed
16th 9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Fellowship
10:30 a.m. Pancake Brunch (Ballfield Shelter)
11:15 a.m. Community Worship (Ballfield Shelter)
12:30—1:30p.m. Blessing Center Open
23rd 9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Fellowship
25th First Day of School at Castlewood
30th 9:00 a.m. Worship Service
Organists Ushers Audio-
Visual
The Tech
August 2 {Roxanne Bass | Diane Koosman Chuck Juntti
Servants . .
Al Schichenmaier
Of August 9 |Marsha Carson & Cassidy Borer family |Chuck Juntti
OUuY Kurtenbach
Lord August 16 |Roxanne Bass | Phillip & Jess Ruml family Doug Strait
August 23 |Marsha Larry & Pat Dockter Rod Fischer
Kurtenbach
Karen Lund Chuck Juntti

August 30
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Tracy Laue
Lawson Vetter
Duane Selchert
Shawn Prohl
Jerrod Bass
Garrett Karst
Doug Strait
Shelly DeKam
Alisha Nielsen
Jordan Ruesink
James Mickey
Sharon Hattendorff
Ted Sutton
Vicki Strait
Bonnie Bucher
David Prohl

: PTISMS

s

7-02
7-02
7-03
7-06
7-09
7-09
7-13
7-14
7-15
7-16
7-18
7-19
7-20
7-21
7-23
7-24

| oo |
W
x5 a9 I
| K Guthitugs 2 |
lLaRoy Wiersma  7-05 I
Shelly DeKam 7-09 I Travis Prohl 08-04
| Richard Fischer ~ 7-09 | | Craig Bass 08-05
IDalc Hattendorf  7-12 | Marc Lewno 08/07
:gzﬁffﬁef O] fesicaRamt 0809
Casey Kenyon Jr.  7-20 | Ray Zimiga 08-11
Frin Ruesink 7-23 | | Charlsy Laue 08-12
I Carla Gerber 7/23 | Londyn Pribbenow 08-12
IJohn Top 7-26 I Drake Langenfeld ~ 08-14
IHannah Wiersma  7-28 I Abbey Strait Leo 08-14
I Drew Ruml 7-31 I Paula Grupe 08-17
I Tess Jankord 7/31 | Tara Nolte 08-14
- - - = T Dan Davis 08-18
. **’-IIIH%* Julie Fischer 08-20
%%a\ﬂe}) Andy Smith 08-22
Heidi Lewno 08-23
Travis & Melissa Prohl Justin Ries 08-26
July 10 Mason Nielsen 08-27
Jordan & Erin Ruesink Jennifer Hanson 08-30
July 28 Christina Kenyon ~ 08-31
Joshua & Sara Nei — August 3
Dennis & Vicki Strait —  August 10
Lynn & Kristi Borer — August 11

Lance & Calonna Craig-
Kevin & Amanda Pribbenow—August 29
Darin & Tracy Laue —August 30

John & Bonnie Bucher — August 11
Tom & Janet Christenson - August 20
Heidi & Marc Lewno—August 20

August 24

Wikusg

“b‘%@

Gg‘p

Darin Laue
Tristan Nielsen
Veriti Smith

Dale Hattendorf
Emery Larson
Hannah Wiersma
Laken Vetter
John Top
Richard Fischer

8-02
8-03
8-03
8-06
8-17
8-19
8/24
8-26
8-29




Church Council Meeting Minutes
American Lutheran Church
April 19', 2026

Members Present: Dan Davis, Andy Smith, Amanda Pribbenow, Lindsey Vetter, Al Schochenmaier, Doug
Strait, Pastor Tom, and Mark Larson.

Call to Order: Vice President Vetter called the meeting to order, declaring a voting quorum as being present.
Prayer: Led by Pastor Tom

Meeting Minutes: Review of the meeting minutes from March 18™ 2026. Motion by Doug with a second by
Pastor Tom to approve the minutes as read. MC

Financial Report: Doug presented the March 2026 financial report. The report includes 2 months of health
insurance that was paid and will be reflected in next month's report. Motion by Mark, with a second: by Amanda
to approve the report. MC

Pastor's Report: Pastor Tom reported on the Minkota/Eastern South Dakota Joint Convocation meeting he
recently attended in Fargo, ND. Pastor also reported that this year's Mission Trip is finalized and wilt take place
in the middle of June 2026 in Nashville, TN. The purpose of this year's trip is inner-City Mission Work, Pastor
Tom will be providing more information on this in the coming weeks.

Old Business:

Stewardship: There is nothing new to report currently. Doug will prepare a report for next month’'s meeting to
further monitor and evaluate Stewardship needs.

Senior Scholarships: Four (4) seniors submitted applications, and a 5™ application is in process. Motion by
Lindsey Vetter to approve the five (5) senior scholarships for $250.00 each or a total of $1.250.00. Second by
Doug Strait. MC '

Communion Schedule: May 3™, 2026 — Mark Larson May 17™ 2026 — Andy Smith
New Business:

Camperships for Summer of 2026: Vienna and Veriti Smith will be attending a full week at NeSoDak Camp this
year at a cost of $650.00 each. A discussion was held about the allowance given last year for campership(s),
which was $250.00 per child. A motion by Lindsey Vetter to aliow $250.00 for each child or a total of $500.00.
Second by Mark Larson. MC

Parsonage; Pastor Tom mentioned that a tree on the north side of the parsonage had a large branch that had
topped and which is hung up in the tree along with another tree that needs some trimming. It was decided that
Mark Larson would take a look and see if a boom truck could be utilized to remove the branch and trim any
others that overhang the parsonage roof. Danny Davis and Andy Smith will also look into the possibility of
finding secmeone with a boom truck to complete this.

Signature card for Church Financial Accounts: A discussion was held concerning updating signature cards for
our current financial accounts with First Premier Bank of Castlewood. The changes which were approved are

as follows

s Account #0157: Joanne Fischer and Doug Strait as the only authorized signers. Add or revise the
account name to reflect this is the ALCW account.

»  Account#'s 8789, 0122 & 0130: Joanne Fischer and Doug Strait as the only authorized signers. Add
or revise the account name to reflect this is the General/Building/Mission/Memorial fund account,

s Account #6681: Doug Strait and Karen Lund as the only autherized signers. Add or revise the account
name to reflect this is the savings account for Choir.

«  Account #'s 9066, 9108, 9116, 9124 & 9132 which are five (5) Ceriificate of Deposit Accounts: Joanne
Fischer and Doug Strait as the only authorized signers.




s Youth Account: No changes needed.

It was also agreed that any current accounts that do not have a DBA American Lutheran Church of
Castlewood, SD associated with them should have this.

A motion by Andy Smith with a second by Danny Davis to approve the above changes relating to financial
accounts. MC

Next Meeting: Scheduled for June 7th, 2026, following Worship.
Adjournment: Motion by Mark, second by Andy to adjourn. MC

Closing Prayer: The council ended the meeting with The Lord's Prayer

Respectfully submitted, Mark Larson, Secretary

Wank 2. L arasn

ONLINE GIVING

QOur congregational website: americanlutheranchurch.com now has a link on
the home page for online donations: DONATE NOW. From that link, you can
set One-time, Weekly or Monthly Offerings.

If you point the camera on your cell phone at the QR code it will take you to the
donation page.

Our Faithfulness in Giving

General | Building | Mission | *Children | *Blessing

Center

S er 5/3/2026 $2,300.00 $5.00 $204.00 $14.00 $50.00
ﬁ 5/10/2026 | $1,826.00 $304.00 $14.00

s = = 15/17/2026 | $1,176.00 $5.00 $158.00 $3.00 $30.00

.| 5724/2026 | $1,826.00 $125.00

" 45 1o remember that we

|
! edong 1o you. Touch us, ; 5/31/2026 | $9,495.00 $132.00 | $7.00
beal us, bless us, Walke '[6/7/2026 | $2,790.00 $129.00 | $4.00
Vwith us dasly thatwe  1[6/14/2026 | $1,016.00 $323.00 | $8.00 | $25..00

| 72ay have the conrage 06/21/2056 | $2,390.00 $136.00 | $6.00

a0 faith to meet all 6/28/2026 | 810.00 $5.00 | $128.00 | $3.00
cr : _

; /Zfﬁ ¥ chall CrLes. Amen. | *Childrens and Blessing Center amounts are inlcluded into the Mission account totals.




American Lutheran Church Financial Report

May 2026
General Account
Balance on hand 5-1-2026 $ 26,343.43 i
Receipts
QOffarings $ 7,750.80
Thrivent 3 121.00 § 7.871.80
Disbursements

Thomas Christenson {Pastor Salary) $ 4,905.50
Thomas Christenson {Secial Security) $ 310.34
Thomas Christenson {Housing Equity) $ 200.00 :
Thomas Christenson {Mileage - 369 Miles) $ 267.53 o
Matrix Trust Co (Retirement Contribution) $ 500.65 7
EBSO NALC (Health Insurance} $ 2,581.00
Janell Bemis (Secretary - 16 hrs}) $ 236.42
Dawn Mickey (Custodian - 18 hrs) $ 257.65
Roxanne Bass (Crganist - Z Sves) $ 140.00
Marsha Kurtenbach (Organist - 2 Sves) $ 140.00
Karen Lund (Crganist - 1 Svcs) % 70.00 ‘
City of Castlewood (Ch: $71.00, Pars: $103.69) k3 174.69 i
ITC (Phone & Internet) $ 120.66 |
NorthWestern Energy (Ch: $173.48, Pars: $57.85) § 231.33 :
Otter Tall Power (Ch: $123.50, Pars: $87.96) 5 211.46
North Star Mutual Insurance Company $ 598.95
NALGC $ 50.00
Cffica Peeps (Office supplies & Copier) $ 95.28
Thomas Christenson (worship supplies} $ 171.86
John Bucher (furnace filters) 5 264.33
Upper Room Ministries (July / August} $ 5533 § (11,582.88)

Balance on hand 5-31-2026 $ 22,632.35 ;

I

** Thrivent Choice Balance L 3,338.49
Building Account
Balance on hand 5-1-2026 . § 26,931.67 !
Receipts . |

Offerings for Building Fund _ $ 10.00 § 10.00 i
Disbursements . ;

$ -9 - ;

Balance on hand 5-31-2026 $ 26,941.67

Mission Account

Balance on hand 5-1-2026 % 4,330.76 !
|
Receipts
Offerings for Mission Fund $ 673.00 ;
Children's Offering $ 38.00 :
Offerings for Blessing Center $ 80.00 % 791.00 |
Disbursements &
Castlewood Blessing Center $ 80.00 % (80.00) f
Balance on hand 5-31-2026 s 5,041.76 | r
Memeorial Account
Balance on hand 5-1-2026 $ 4,369.36 ;
Receipts $ - $ . ;
Disbursements . $ - $ - ‘
Balance on hand 5-31-2026 $ 4,369.36 | ;_
Account Summary Current Change Change
‘ Balance May 2026 Year to Date
General Account $ 22,632.35 § (3,711.08) §  (14,946.81) ?
Building Account $ 26,941.67 § 10.00 § {1,592.98) '
Mission Account $ 5,041.76 § 711.00 § 1,111.64 i
Memorial Account $ 4360.36 & - $ - |
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American Lutheran
Church’s
Mission Statement

The mission of American
Lutheran Church is to
welcome,
worship,
teach and
serve

In the name of Christ our l.ord
and Savior!

CHECK

oOuUT OUR
WEB SITE!

N

americanlutheranchurch.com

2026 Church Council Members
Joann Fischer, President
Lindsey Vetter, Vice President
Mark Larson, Secretary
Doug Strait, Treasurer
Jesse Ruml
Dan Davis
Al Schochenmaier
Andy Smith
Amanda Pribbenow
John Bucher




